
223 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 23.75 

hunter may import in any calendar 
year for the following species is: 

(1) No more than two leopard 
(Panthera pardus) trophies. 

(2) No more than one markhor (Capra 
falconeri) trophy. 

(3) No more than one black rhinoc-
eros (Diceros bicornis) trophy. 

(e) Marking or tagging. (1) The fol-
lowing provisions apply to the issuance 
and acceptance of U.S. and foreign doc-
uments for sport-hunted trophies origi-
nating from a population for which the 
Conference of the Parties has estab-
lished an export quota. Each trophy 
imported, exported, or re-exported 
must be marked or tagged in the fol-
lowing manner: 

(i) Leopard and markhor: Each raw 
or tanned skin must have a self-locking 
tag inserted through the skin and per-
manently locked in place using the 
locking mechanism of the tag. The tag 
must indicate the country of origin, 
the number of the specimen in relation 
to the annual quota, and the calendar 
year in which the specimen was taken 
in the wild. A mounted sport-hunted 
trophy must be accompanied by the tag 
from the skin used to make the mount. 

(ii) Black rhinoceros: Parts of the 
trophy, including, but not limited to, 
skin, skull, or horns, whether mounted 
or loose, should be individually marked 
with reference to the country of origin, 
species, the number of the specimen in 
relation to the annual quota, and the 
year of export. 

(iii) Crocodilians: See marking re-
quirements in § 23.70. 

(iv) The export permit or re-export 
certificate or an annex attached to the 
permit or certificate must contain all 
the information that is given on the 
tag. 

(2) African elephant (Loxodonta 
africana). The following provisions 
apply to the issuance and acceptance of 
U.S. and foreign documents for sport- 
hunted trophies of African elephant. 
The trophy ivory must be legibly 
marked by means of punch-dies, indel-
ible ink, or other form of permanent 
marking, under a marking and reg-
istration system established by the 
country of origin, with the following 
formula: The country of origin rep-
resented by the corresponding two-let-
ter ISO country code; the last two dig-

its of the year in which the elephant 
was harvested for export; the serial 
number for the year in question; and 
the weight of the ivory in kilograms. 
The mark must be highlighted with a 
flash of color and placed on the lip 
mark area. The lip mark area is the 
area of a whole African elephant tusk 
where the tusk emerges from the skull 
and which is usually denoted by a 
prominent ring of staining on the tusk 
in its natural state. 

[72 FR 48448, Aug. 23, 2007, as amended at 79 
FR 30428, May 27, 2014] 

§ 23.75 How can I trade internationally 
in vicuña (Vicugna vicugna)? 

(a) U.S. and foreign general provisions. 
The import, export, or re-export of 
specimens of vicuña must meet the re-
quirements of this section and the 
other requirements of this part (see 
subparts B and C of this part for prohi-
bitions and application procedures). 
Certain populations of vicuña are listed 
in Appendix II for the exclusive pur-
pose of allowing international trade in 
wool sheared from live vicuñas, cloth 
made from such wool, and products 
manufactured from such wool or cloth. 
All other specimens of vicuña are 
deemed to be specimens of a species in-
cluded in Appendix I. 

(b) Vicuña Convention means the 
Convenio para la Conservación y 
Manejo de la Vicuña, of which vicuña 
range countries are signatories. 

(c) Vicuña logotype means the logo-
type adopted by the vicuña range coun-
tries under the Vicuña Convention. 

(d) Country of origin for the purposes 
of the vicuña label means the name of 
the country where the vicuña wool in 
the cloth or product originated. 

(e) Wool sheared from live vicuñas, 
cloth from such wool, and products manu-
factured from such wool or cloth may be 
imported from Appendix-II populations 
only when they meet the labeling re-
quirements in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion. 

(f) Labeling requirements. Except for 
cloth containing CITES pre-Conven-
tion wool of vicuña, you may import, 
export, or re-export vicuña cloth only 
when the reverse side of the cloth bears 
the vicuña logotype and the selvages 
bear the words ‘‘VICUÑA—COUNTRY 
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OF ORIGIN’’. Specimens of other prod-
ucts manufactured from vicuña wool or 
cloth must bear a label that has the 
vicuña logotype and the designation 
‘‘VICUÑA—COUNTRY OF ORIGIN— 
ARTESANIA’’. Each specimen must 
bear such a label. For import into the 
United States of raw wool sheared from 
live vicuña, see the labeling require-
ments in 50 CFR 17.40(m). 

[79 FR 30428, May 27, 2014] 

Subpart F—Disposal of 
Confiscated Wildlife and Plants 

§ 23.78 What happens to confiscated 
wildlife and plants? 

(a) Purpose. Article VIII of the Treaty 
provides for confiscation or return to 
the country of export of specimens that 
are traded in violation of CITES. 

(b) Disposal options. Part 12 of this 
subchapter provides the options we 
have for disposing of forfeited and 
abandoned live and dead wildlife and 
plants. These include maintenance in 
captivity either in the United States or 
in the country of export, return to the 
wild under limited circumstances, and 
sale of certain Appendix-II or -III speci-
mens. Under some conditions, eutha-
nasia or destruction may be necessary. 

(1) We use a plant rescue center pro-
gram to dispose of confiscated live 
plants. Participants in this program 
may also assist APHIS, CBP, and FWS 
Law Enforcement in holding seized 
specimens as evidence pending any 
legal decisions. 

(2) We dispose of confiscated live 
wildlife on a case-by-case basis at the 
time of seizure and forfeiture, and con-
sider the quantity, protection level, 
and husbandry needs of the wildlife. 

(c) Re-export. We may issue a re-ex-
port certificate for a CITES specimen 
that was forfeited or abandoned when 
the certificate indicates the specimen 
was confiscated and when the re-export 
meets one of the following purposes: 

(1) For any CITES species, the return 
of a live specimen to the Management 
Authority of the country of export, 
placement of a live specimen in a res-
cue center, or use of the specimen for 
law enforcement, judicial, or forensic 
purposes. 

(2) For an Appendix-II or -III species, 
the disposal of the specimen in an ap-
propriate manner that benefits enforce-
ment and administration of the Con-
vention. 

(d) Consultation process. FWS and 
APHIS may consult with the Manage-
ment Authority in the country of ex-
port or re-export and other relevant 
governmental and nongovernmental 
experts before making a decision on 
the disposal of confiscated live speci-
mens that have been forfeited or aban-
doned to the FWS, APHIS, or CBP. 

§ 23.79 How may I participate in the 
Plant Rescue Center Program? 

(a) Purpose. We have established the 
Plant Rescue Center Program to place 
confiscated live plants quickly to pre-
vent physical damage to the plants. 

(b) Criteria. Institutions interested in 
participating in this program must be: 

(1) Nonprofit, open to the public, and 
have the expertise and facilities to care 
for confiscated exotic plant specimens. 
A participating institution may be a 
botanical garden, arboretum, zoolog-
ical park, research institution, or other 
qualifying institution. 

(2) Willing to transfer confiscated 
plants from the port where they were 
confiscated to their facilities at their 
own expense. 

(3) Willing to return the plants to the 
U.S. Government if the country of ex-
port has requested their return. The 
U.S. Government will then coordinate 
the plants’ return to the country of ex-
port. 

(4) Willing to accept and maintain a 
plant shipment as a unit until it has 
received authorization from us to in-
corporate the shipment into its perma-
nent collection or transfer a portion of 
it to another participating institution. 

(c) Participation. Institutions wishing 
to participate in the Plant Rescue Cen-
ter Program should contact the U.S. 
Management Authority (see § 23.7). 
They must provide a brief description 
of the greenhouse or display facilities, 
the names and telephone numbers of 
any individuals authorized to accept 
plants on behalf of the institution, and 
the mailing address where the plants 
should be sent. In addition, interested 
institutions must indicate if they are 
limited with regard to the type of 
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